328                  To Sir Horace Mann

1279.   To SIB HOBAOE

Strawberry Hill, Nov. 6, 1769.

BEFOBE I receive your answer about him, I must tell
you that I have seen your friend Paoli. I found him last
week at court, and could not believe it when I was told
who he was. I had stood close by him for some minutes,
taking him for an English, at least for a Scotch officer.
Nobody sure ever had an air so little foreign ! He was
dressed in scarlet and gold, and the simplicity of his whole
appearance had not given me the slightest suspicion of
anything remarkable in him. Afterwards, in the circle,
as he again stood by me, he asked me some indifferent
question, without knowing me. I told him, without naming
myself, that you was my particular friend. He said he
had written many letters to you, but believed they had
all been intercepted. I replied, I would do him justice
and tell you so. The King and Queen both took great
notice of him. He has just made a tour to Bath, Oxford,
&c., and was everywhere received with much distinction ;
so Mrs. Macaulay, it seems, has not laid him under an
interdict.

I know not what to say to you upon politics. The im-
prudence of postponing the Parliament till after Christmas
has given time for a large number of petitions, and more
perhaps will follow, yet I do not think the general spirit
so violent as it should seem from these appearances. It is
impossible but some mob may be assembled everywhere
to sign a petition, and then such petition is called the sense
of the county, though in many it is nothing less ; and
besides the Scotch counties, the majority have not petitioned.
The court will, nay must, resist the dissolution of the
Parliament, and, if the members are not frightened for
their re-elections, they must be strongly against such ast longer. Not being
